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Forgotten People in ‘My City’
‘Feiyong (3EfH), Foreign Female Domestic Workers in Hong Kong Literature

Kim, Hye-Joon(Pusan National University)
dodami@pnu.edu

Over the past 30 years, the number of foreign domestic workers in Hong Kong increased
steadily. By the end of 2009, there were totally 266,778 foreign domestic workers (48.7%
from Indonesia, 48.5% from Philippine), which is nearly 3.64% of Hong Kong population,
7,020,400. These foreign domestic workers are generally known as ‘Feiyong (FEfi, Filipino
maids). How are these kind of characters portrayed in Hong Kong’s fictions?

Almost all Hong Kong fictions portrayed Chinese domestic workers positively, whereas
‘Feiyong’ were described negatively. It is probably due to their identities as foreign female do-
mestic workers. There are lots of difficulties for Hong Kong society and cultural institutions
to accept ‘Feiyong’ as real Hong Kong residents. On the one hand, there are limits in the ab-
sorption capacity of Hong Kong itself, and cheap labor force has to be used in Hong Kong.
On the other hand, the tendency of nationalist ideology and identity also gradually put
bounds to it. Hong Kong writers are undeliberately giving rise to the image-making of these
characters.

In fictions like “E6880**(2) of Building 6, 20th Floor”(Chan, Lai-kuen 2000), “A Record
Without Love”(Wong, Bik Wan, 2001), “Emily in Tuen Mun”(Leung, Pingkwan, 2002), the
writers would have never meant to belittle ‘Feiyong. However, their fictions depicted
‘Feiyong' as objects, dishonest people, or sexual objects. In “Passionate Love Affair I
Know”(Ong, Yi Hing, 2002), a growth novel, perhaps the author was trying to express his
sympathy towards the ‘Feiyong’. However, in the story, the fact that Rosa, the ‘Feiyong, is a
human being was seldom shown. Therefore, in Hong Kong fictions, ‘Feiyong’ are beings that

do exist yet are not clearly present.
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‘Feiyong’ who are considered invisible in ‘My City’ should become visible and should be
given back voice they lost. Thus, like all the rest of the people, they should be able to live
among in ‘My City’. This is because Feiyong’, foreign domestic workers, too are beings that
has joys and sorrows of life, as well as human dignity. Moreover, this is one of the problems

that not only Hong Kong is facing, but also Korea and the rest of the world.

Key words: Hong Kong literature, Feiyong(Filipino maids), foreign domestic workers,

renationalization, reification, sexual objectification
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